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REV. JOHN LYON TRIED BY A COURT MARTIAL IN 
ACCOMACK COUNTY, AUGUST 8,1781. 

From Va. State Archives. 

Contributed by ROBT. B. MUNFORD, JR., 

Member Va. Historical Society. 

"At a Court Martial held in Accomack August 8 1781 for the 
trial of The ReVd John Lyon on a charge Exhibited against him 
by Coll John Mapp setting forth that the said John Lyon on the 
fifteenth day July Anno Domini one thousand seven hundred and 
eighty one while this state was invaded both by land & water by 
the forces of the King & Parliament of Great Britain did furnish 
the Enemy aforsd with provisions or other necessaries and did 
further from his wicked inclination against the Independence of 
the United States of America diswade & discourage the militia of 
the County aforsd from opposing the enemy giving the said 
Enemy intelligence aid & comfort by voluntarily going on board 
a British Barge commanded by a certain Robertson then an Enemy 
and carrying war against this Common Wealth and also by fur- 
ishing the said Enemy with three hundred bushels of Oats at or 
near Watt's Island in the County aforsd: 

George Corbin Esqr Judge Advocate being present and the 
following Commissioned Officers duly sworn as a Court Martial 
(to wit) 

Coll: John Cropper President, Coll: William Parramore, Majr 
Henry Custis, Captains William Polk, Joln Custis, Robert Cole- 
burn, William Snead, Elijah Garret, Zorobable Rodgers, & Alex- 
andler Stokely; John Dix Lieut.; Thomas Lillaston, Thomas Bur- 
ton, & Benjamin Peck Ensigns. 

TI'le said Prisoner beinr set to the Bar & the above charge 
read to him, he said that he was not of any part thereof guilty, 

whereupon smiulrv witnesses beiTg sworn & examined & the pris- 

oner heard in his defence, It is the opinion of the Court that he is 

guilty of diswa.ding the Militia from turning out, doing their 

duty, & opposing the Enemy, and that for such his offence, it is 
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the sentence of the Court aforsd that lie be imprisoned for the 
space of five years in such safe place as his Excellency the Gov- 
ernour shall direct and ordered that Capt Thomas Parker take him 
into custody & him safely keep until orders are received from his 
Excellency concerning him. 

The Depositions taken before the court aforsd in this matter 
are as follows (rTo wit) 

The Deposition of AWilliam Gibb who being duly sworn here 
before the Court deposeth & saith that on the thirteenth day of 
Stay 1781 near the uLipper church in St George's Parish in the 
county of Accomack, the congregation being gathered previous to 
the celebration of divine service, and a number of thlem present 
discoursing concerning the Enemy's having plundered & burnt thie 
dwelling house of a certain John Derby a eaDtain of the liLia 
he the l)eponent heard the said John Lyon tell the people that it 
was very imprudent for the Militia to fire upon the enenily comling, 
up- in their Barges to plunder that they (the eniemny) had no orders 
to burn houses provided they were not attacked & upon this depo- 
nent's asking the said John wihether they had or had not orders or 
permission to plunder lie acknowledged they had but insisted upon 
it before the coompany present that it was very imprudent to oppose 
themr and further saith not. 

XVilliam Gibb 

Thomas Teackle deposed that the said John Lyon on meeting 
him some time in the month of April last ask'd the said Deponent 
the reason why he so strecitoiisly endeavored to injure hinm by re- 
porting that his vessel carried on an illicit trade & why he threatned 
to seize her on her return and then told this Deponent that he had 
better bhe peaceable for that his property (to wit the Deponents) 
lay at his niercv and that lhe the said John had a friend at Ports- 
mouth that would (lo anything -for him, whereupon the Deponent 
told him he wou'ld do his duty and lhe further declared that in the 
space of twelve days after this conversation his dwelling house was 
plundered & burnt to the ground by the enemys barges. And fur- 
ther saitY nlot 

Thomas Teackle 
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Williaim Parramore Deposes that the said John Lyon applied 
to him sometime last spring to purchase a vessel together in com- 
pany that he the said John would take half of her, that he would 
go in her himself, but desired it might not be known that he had 
any share, upon this deponients telling him that he thought it too 
great a risk at that time said John Lyon told him that there was 
no danger that le had that from his friend which would render 
it safe for the vessel to pass & repass and further saith not 

William Parramore 

The Minutes of the above Court Martial were sigoed 
John Cropper 

Junlr Lieut & Presidt." 

"A. true copy test William Gibb Clke." 

A Letter ad-dressed to IHis Excellency 
Thomas Nelson Jujlr Esq.1 Endorsed on back as follows. 
"Augt 18 1781 From Levin Joynes & others to the governor 

respecting the Revd John Lyon's case." 

"Accomack Aligust 18 1i81 
Sir 

We are induced to apply to your Excellency for a Remission 
or Mitigation of a Sentence passed on the Reverend John Lyon 
(by a Court Martial held in this County the 8t Instant) to flive 
years imprisonment. From a review of the Testimony we are led 
to think the sentence severe, but are far froin meaning to cast the 
Slightest reflexion on the Courte. 

As tbe people here are just now very much irritated as well as 

alarmed by the plunderings and Burnings of the Barges as, well as 
the more aggr avating cireiumstances of mnurder and Robberies 
conitted ramong is by some of our most unworthy countrymen, but 
to do justice to him we petition for we must say that as far as we 
have beard him speak of such conduct it has been with the greates* 
albllorrence. Suclh an. act of Clemency would be a means of re, 

'File Exec. Papers Thomas Nelson August 1-19, 1781. Va. State 

Archives. 
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lieving a Most Worthy Woman and Three children from real dis- 
tress, their only dependence being on the Emolumrfents arising 
from his office as rector of Saint Georges Parish, and we trust 
would not injure the common cause as he might be put under 
sullicient restrictions in respect to his future behaviour; which 
we believe he fullv means shall be friendly and inoffensive so as 
not to give the least cause of suspicion; or he would engage to 
leave the State and go to New England the place of his Nativity. 

Tho we could wish his case would allow him to continue in his 
parish as nine tenths of the people in it are of the Church of Eng- 
land and we believe a large majority would wish him to continue 
their minister. 

We are with due respect 
Your Excellency's 

Most obedient Servants 
Geo Parker 
Levin Joynes 
James Arbuckle. 

Parker, 
Edmd Custis." 

His Excellency Thomas Nelson Junr. Esqr. 

INSPECTION OF WHEAT. 

To the Honorable Speaker of the House of Delegates and the 
rest of the memb)ers of tie Honorable House-- 

Thie Petition of several Merchants and other Inhabitants of 
the Tlown of Alexandria and County of Fairfax Humbly sheweth 

That the Manufacturing Wheat has been for some years past 
carried to such an extent by the Inhliabitants of the Western Coun- 
ties as to render Flour and Bread Staple Comnmodities of the State 
and which like our other Staple Tobacco can never be carried on 
with a proper Character and prospect of Success to Foreign MNark- 
ets unless every precaution and care is taken to render the Quality 
of them equal to the quality of the Flour and Bread shipped from 
the neighbouring States That the Wheat raised upon our Lands 
is in quality equal to the wheat raised in neighboring States is a 
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